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Phoenicians and Greeks
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Greece

2800 BC: Minoan civilization in Crete (domed tombs)

2200 BC: IndeEuropean people (Achaeans) invade Greece creating
the Greek language and founding Mycenae

1900 BC: palace of Knossos in Crete
1900 BC: earliest writing in Crete

1628 BC: a volcanic eruption in Thera causes destruction in Crete
(legend of Atlantis)

1600 BC: royal tombs of Mycenae

1450 BC: the Minoan civilization is destroyed by the Myceneans
1250 BC: walls and palaces of Mycenae

1184 BC.: Troy falls to Mycenae

1100 BC: Mycenae is destroyed by Dorian invaders who have iron
weapons 6



Phaistos Disc

The earliest printed
document in the world
(characters punched into
clay by stamps)

And probably the first
alphabet

What language Iis this?
Who were these people?

Southern Crete, 1700 BEleraklion Museum, Crete



Greece

1000 BC: Greeks (Hellenes) colonize the eastern coasts of the Aeg

Sea

950 BC:
900 BC:
800 BC:

Greeks found Miletus in lonia (Anatolia, Turkey)
origin of the Homeric poems
citystates or "polis" (Athens, Thebes, Megara, Corinth,

Sparta)

800 BC.:
776 BC:
760 BC:
/750 BC.:
725 BC:
640 BC.:
632 BC.:

Greeks adopt the alphabet from the Phoenicians

the first Olympic Games

Euboea founds the colony of Cumae in Italy

first inscriptions in the Hellenic Greek alphabet

the poet Hesiod writes the Theogony

Sparta adopts a militaristic form of government

Athens abolishes the monarchy in favor of an oligarchy
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Greece

630 BC: Lydian cities introduce coins

610 BC: Miletus founds a trading post in Egypt

594 BC: Solon founds the Athenian democracy
585 BC: philosopher Thales in Miletus

575 BC: poetess Sappho

570 BC: the first coins are minted by Athens

530 BC: Pythagoras founds Mathematics

525 BC.: tragedy (Aeschylus, Sophocles, Euripides)

49979 BC: Persian wars (Greece defeats Persia, most Greek citie
become democracies)

461 BC: Pericles promotes the ideals of democracy and peace
461 BC: first Peloponnesian War between Athenians and Spartan
10



Greece

CLASSICAL GREECE

and
ATHENIAN EMPIRE
About 450 B.C.
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Greece

450 BC: sculptor and architect Pheidias

450 BC: Herodotus writes a non-theological history
450 BC: Hippocrates founds Medicine

438 BC: the Parthenon is inaugurated in Athens
404 BC: Sparta wins the Peloponnesian Wars

399 BC: Socrates is tried and commits suicide

388 BC.: Plato, a puplil of Socrates, founds his philosophical Academy, the
first university

367 BC: Aristotle enters the Academia of Plato

362BC: Thebes terminates Spartaodcs s
332 BC: Alexander conguers Egypt

331 BC: Alexander conquers Persia and destroys Persepolis

324 BC: Alexander invades the Punjab in India

323 BC: Alexander dies, the empire rapidly collapses 12
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Albrecht Altdorfer: Alexanderschlacht/ The Battle of Alexander at Issus (1529)



Macedonian empire

PARTHIA Alaxandria Arlegim ‘

Hecatompylos {Herat)

Alexandria

Ecbatana PERSIA

N X Arachosiorum
" &l’ L.’ (Kandahar) /

Parsapolis

GEDROSIAN

http://www.history.com/maps.do?type=view&catEB&letter=A&mapld=1015
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The Hellenistic world (3 ¢ BC)
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Greece

149 BC: the Romans annex Macedonia as a province
86 BC: Roman general Sulla burns Athens

30 BC: the Romans conguer all of Greece

49 AD: Paul preaches Christianity in Greece

393: Roman emperor Theodosius forbids the Olympic
Games because pagans and shuts down the temple

of Zeus at Olympia

529: Roman emperor Justinian shuts down the
Academia of Plato

16



What the Greeks knew

A The Mediterranean

I Boundaries
A Steppes + Urals
AAlps + Forests
A Atlantic Ocean
ASahara + Gobi deserts

I Peninsulas with long shores
AGreece
Alberia
Altaly
A Asia Minor

I Islands

I Hilly fertile plains of rivers

17






What the Greeks knew

A The Mediterranean

I Contrast between centralized river civilizations
(Egypt, Mesopotamia, China) and decentralized
seafaring civilizations (Minoan, Phoenician,
Greek)

I Rel ationshi p between ndemo
culture

I Relationship between free market and seafaring
culture

19



Cyclades

A Cyclades (3000-1550BC)

Statuette of a woman (2300 BC)
Metropolitan Museum

4

Statuette of a woman (2700 BC)

Metropolitan Museum Statuette of a seated harp player (22000 BC)
Metropolitan Museum




Cyclades

(Getty Villa)



What the Greeks knew

A Minoans (2500-1400BC)
I Not Indo-Europeans (Egyptians?)
| Minos = king/pharaoh
I Road system
I Urban planning
I No fortification, no depiction of warriors
|

" Belief in the afterlife (dead buried with
objects)

I Human sacrifice

I Hieroglyphic script and Linear A script (1700
BC)

22



What the Greeks knew

A Minoans (2500-1400BC)
I Matriarchal

AMother goddess (the only important deity) is
the source of both good and evil: everything
emanates from her

AFemale priests to administer rites
I Mass production of goods

AFactories for pottery, textiles, metalwork
I Trade

ALuxury goods from Egypt, metals from Italy,
amber from the Baltics

23



What the Greeks knew

A Minoans (2500-1400BC)
I Palace society

AEmphasis not on tombs, temples or
fortresses, but on comfort and luxury for the
minos

I Main art: painting (influenced by Egyptian
painting)

24



Knossos, Crete (Minoan)

http://www.humanities.mcmaster.ca
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